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Access to Negatives, Slides 
and X-Rays of President’s,^ 
Body Will Be Restricted 

OPEN TO LAW AGENClfcl 

, ■ i 

Astice' Department Askei 

Filing of fi.ata— Doubts jO 
V^ij en^tudy. a Re asom^, 
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By FEEij’ iV GRAHAM . 

SpccUl to Tho K«w York Tlnu* ‘ 1 j 

' WASmNG^N; Nov. 
Photographs a^ X-raya 
of President Kennedy's , 

the autop^ assassiiuiL j* 

tion were’ turned over to thlT : 
National Archives, yesterday by 
the Kennedy family. ^ * \ 

'This ‘was disclosed tonight by ^ 
the Justice Depsitment, w^h- 
sald that under, .pn ag^ecmS^t 
with the family'the 65 X-r^, 
color slides and black and v^te> 
negatives would be available to 
Federal law-enforcement agen- 
cies.. r i. 

Hcfwever, for the next flvjt 
years access by scholars anl^ 
other unofficial Investigators 
will be granted only with the 
consent of the family, j ^ 

A JuaUce Department spoke^ . 
piait said that ^wo Navy phys^ 
dianar^’who participated* in the 
autopsy bad seen the picturd^ ■ 
and. X-rays today fbr the fl^ 
and had said the material 
^erotaofated their testimony to 
?en Commission and tte 
Ion's conclusions about 
.. — 

^«inMIy Withheld Plor 
^Tfi»'X-rays, slides and 'neg^f 
tlves, plus some prints, wefla.| 
ntyie.from film th at h ad 




^omedi. to->..ti» 

^a i riil y wlthheld'd); 

t^sona of taste. ‘ i 

~ jThft aulopsy wasvCpnihiiBte^ - . p 
at Bethesda Naval Hospl^ ^ ^ ’ 
^burban Bethesda, Md. / ^ t he fi'i 
n(g& o^n?^^ ^ ' 

clans took the pictures, a3bl ttc ^ , 

film was given to the Kenney '' 
^^unlly by the Secret Service.|i 
^ The President's body had bein / 
flown to Washington fronkj^l- 
msTTejC,.* where hdlwas^ili^o 
death on the afternoon of N^. 

22. 1963. , ‘ 

f The • Warren Commissi 



headed oy umet Jusuce fcidrl 
Warren, was appointed by Pres- 
ident Johnson to investigate the 
circumstances of the assasiijia- 
,Uon. , : 

“ ^ WfJrren Saw Photos 

As had been reported previ- 
ously, the photogi-aphs and 
X-rays were not seen by the. 
full commission, but Chief Jus- 
tice Warren had viewed them. 

The X-rays and photographs 
were placed lii the National 
Archives at the request of the 
Justice Department. 

The department spokesman, 
who asked not to be Identified, 
said tonight that the action wa.s 
prompted in part by several 
recent hooks that expressed 
doubt about the Warren Com- 
mission's conclusions. 

A rash of recent books and 
articles have questioned the 
commission’s conclusion that a 
single bullet from the rifle of 
Lee Parvey Oswald passed 
through the President's body 
and struck Gov. John B. Con- 
nally Jr. of Texas. 

'The limitations on access to 
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the material were included n a 
letter to the Archives signei by 
Burke Marshall as lawyer for 
the executors of the Kenndy 
estate — Mrs. Kennedy and the 
President's brothers, Senabrs 
Robert F. Kennedy .of New 
York and Edward M. Kennedy 
of Massachusetts. 



Law Provldei for Curbs 
i A Federal law regarding 
Y*rcsldentlal libraries provides 
that papers and other items 
may be deposited in the 
Archives subject to limitations 
and restrictions imposed by tie 
donors. 

This morning. Acting Attor- 
ney General Ramsey Clark of- 
ficially turned over to the 
Archives all of the physical enir 
dence considered by the War- 
ren Commission. 

'This had been In the hands of 
the Justice Department. 

According to the spokesman., 
use of the photographs and 
X-rays will be restricted as 



follows: 

q Access will be Immediately 
granted to law-enforcement of- 
ficials of all Federal Investiga- 
tive agencies. 

^No public display or release 
will be permitted. 

<IPor the next five years ac 
*ces 5 by scholars and other un 
official investigators will be 
granted only with the specific 
consent of the Kennedy family 
After five years, the family will 
permit qualified pathologists 
and other medical experts to 
study the items. 

These limitations will remain 



In effect throughout the life- 
times of Mrs. Kennedy, the late 
President's ’ parents. Mr. and . 
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, and > 
the President's brothers and j 
sisters and his two children. j 
The clothing worn by the j 
President when he was assassl- , 
nated on Nov. 22, 1963, also was 
turned over to the National . 

, Archives, 'This had been In the j 
. hands of the Government Pho- . 
tographs of the clothing appeaj* 
in the Warren Conunission 
report , ‘ 

Under the . restrictions appli- • 
cable' to them, any Government I 
investigative - body has full [ 
access, but public display Is 
prohibited. ' 

However, any serious scholar 
would be permitted to look at ' 
. the-g^fCKWh^ I 

Arien specter, who was a key i 
Warren Commission lawyer and 
is now District Attorney of : 
Philadelphia, has reported that 
the commissipb, lA Investigat- 
.Ing the cirdumstanocs of the 
i^fessaAsinatlon. decided it was 
:»7iunnebessary for its members, to 
f|irevicw the photographs or X; 

^ ^ Mr.' Specter ^|iad interviewed 
Comdr. James J. Humes, an 
autopsy surgeon, and had aske<! 

If X-rays would assist him ix 
furtiier specifying the nature <k 
President Kennedy's wounds. 
The’ 'published testimony, 111 
Volume n. Page 371, shows the 
Navy surgeon replied: • 

*T do not believe, sir, that 
the availability of th^:|iictures 
would materially asast^'*‘tHe 
commission." 

Questioned by Warren 
Asked by Mr. Specter about 
the photographs, Com- 

mander Humes said these would 
show morq^ accurately and In 
detail the character of the 
wounds, giving perhaps a more 
graphic picture. 

Chief Justice Warren, who 
was presiding, then asked: 

"If we had the pictures here 
and you could look them over 
again , . , would It cause you 
to change any of the testimony 
you have given here?” 

Commander Humes replied: 
"To the best of my recollec- 
tion, Mr. Chief Justice, It wouldj 



T^e c<xnmLsslon concluded 
that President Kennedy and 
Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of 
Texas had been struck by the 
same bullet, which passed fibst 
through the President. 

Some critics contended the 



ttiUet had not passed through 
President's bo^y and sug- 
gested that the pictures and 
t-Rays taken at the autopsy 
yere being suppressed to con- 
ical the truth. These critics Im- 
plied that another bullet, per- 

t aps fired by another assassin, 
ad struck Governor Connally. 

1 Today Captain Humes — he 
lias since been promoted — 
ind another of the three 
physicians who performed the 
autopsy, J. Thornton 'Boswell, 
went to the National Archives 
and auhenticated the X-rays 
jLnd pictures as those taken 
aurlng the ?Sitopsy. Bath 
physicians are now stationed at 
pie Bethesda Naval Hospital 
, The third physician, Col 
Pierre A. Flnck, is on duty In 
iVietnam. ‘ 

I .The radiologist who took the 
K^ys, whose name was not 
Wyen tonight, also authentic 
at^ the X-rays. ^ 

Doctors* Teatimony 
! ^According, to the Justice De^ 
payment spokesnaan, the two 
NaVy doctors who authenticated 
thL, material, today ^ both said 
they saw nothixig;;iiw‘. ,fn t^e 
X^ays ^d picture*^ •' 

‘ In their tesUmbhy before' tht 
Warren Commission^ both saW 
thcar examination of the, 
dent’s body indicated • that .toe 
bullet 'that struck him in the 
back of toe neck passed out 
his throat 

! This testimony was crucial to 
toe commission’s conclusion that 
t single bullet had struck toe 
[President and Governor Con- 
nally. 

Asked If everything they saw 
today was corroborative, the 
doctors were said to have re- 
plied. "Yes.” 

The spokesman emphasized 
they were merely trying to au- 
thenticate the material and did 
not study tt from a medical 
standpoint. 

. 14 X-Rays In Group 
The Justice Department said 
there were 14 X-rays, 25 black 
and white negatives and 28 
£our-by-flve-lnch color trans- 
parencies. The spokesman gave 
^ one reason for the depart- 
Jnent’s request for the data the 
I desire to complete the historical 
record of toe assassination. , 
I He added that he was "sure* 



that quMl^Dj^whii^ fmelehased from Oswald’s widow; 
of tooMK l^k4 810,000. ' 



iie eyejbif t 
lead 

menfs action^ 






In'^an earlier^ctidtt tck&y; wald’s ettccts, presumably his 



Acting Attorney General Claiitr 
took title for the Federal Gov- 
ernment to all the physical con- 
sidered by the Warren Coinini5- 
sion: 



Although nothing has been 
'^blished concerning the owner- 
ship of the remainder of .Os- 



widow co^d' now claim them 
as her property and thus- seek 
comp«msation. * 

“ The Warren Commission’s in* 
temal memorandums and other 



Acting under‘a law of iSeiJ 



'that authorized . him to decide 
on articles that should be pre- 
served in the National Archives, 

I Mr. Clark concluded that “the 
national interest requires toe 
entire body of evidence ’ consid- 
ered by the commission" to be. 
preserved intact. 

In a poignant recount of the 
memorabilia. of the assassina- 
tion, he listed first "one 6.5 mm. 
itEinnlicher-Cardirib rifle, with 
telescopic sight,*’^ serial No. 
C2766, including sl^ and car- 
tridge clip." ^ ,* 

; The rifle was. found by the 
Warren Commission to have 
been toe' weapon that-, killed 
President Kennedy and wounded 
Governor Connally. 



ted to it by, the Federal Bureau 
of Investiga^on, the Central In- 
telligence Ag^cy and other 
agencies' hjivc . already" 'been 
turned ov^r to the"'National 
Archives. ‘ “ 

Critics of .toe commission re- 
port have pOmpIained that one- 
third OT more of these; papere 
are still clh^sified and have not 
been released for scrutiny by 
scholars. 

The National Archives Budd- 
ing occupies the block bounded 
by Sevento‘and Eighth Streets 
and Penn^lvania^and Constitu- 
tion Aveimcs hi Washlngtotfs 
northwest'’sVctl6n. - 

Rmrda Preserved 
; It housas' the Office of. Ciyil 



The list al^ Inciuded the A Aj^iives and the Office, of ^ik- 
speclal Smith and 'Wesson . re- taiy^ Archives, . and it preserves 



volvcr owned by , Oswald bind 
himdreds of 'Items “found In the 
assassin’s qiiartdrs. 

These fanged from wch Items 
as Oswald’s promise to repay 
the State Department j for its 
loan of I435.T1 to bring Win 
home from the Soviet Union' 
and his undesirable discharge 
from the Marine Corps to a Top 
Value stamp book and a Sears. 
Roebuck catalog. 

’ Many of the Items listed were 
books and pamphlets on the So- 
viet Union and Cuba and on 
Communist theory. There were 
also press clippings of his pro- 
Castro activities and several 
letters to him, including one 
signed by John Connally. pre- 
sumably the Texas Qpvemor. 
f Under the law invoked today 
by Mr. Clark, anyone who has 
^legal claim to any of the items 
jpay file with the Government 
within the next year requesting 
compensation. 

Gun Collector Sues ;* * ^ 

In the case of Oswald’s ef- 
fects, a Colorado gun collector, 
John J. King, has filed suit 
claiming ownership of the two 
weapons, which he says he pur- 



Government and other records 
of Aperinafient value, arranges 
aifd^qpablishes guides toVthfun.. 
makes them available for use 
ancL^exhibits those of historical 

-I It reproduces some import^, t 
research materials on dilcro- 
fllm. These can be purchased at 
moderate post Historic docu- 
ments, such as the Bill of 
Rights arc reproduced in fac- 
simile for sale. 

Dr. Robert H. Bahmer, toe 
Archivist of toe United States, 
presides over an 1,800-man 
staff that files, preserves and 
thins out the 4V4 million cubic 
feet* of records the Government 
produces every year. 

Most of the agency’s activities 
concern the management of cur- 
rent Government records. Most 
of these are kept for several! 
years in 16 record centers 
around the country. Eventually 
1 to 3 per cent are placed in 
the Archives. 

Other functions of the Ar- 
achives Include the preservation 
of Presidential papers in the 
several Presidential libraries. 

Tile National Archives and 
Records Service is responsible 







the /thee^- 

i^iSf Inibw^b^ 

L^Shfttff it punctarifcTg 

nedy wl^^wed by Ch fa^ge tigfc J:iai.W 
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